God Is A God Of The Present
Hebrews 11:1-3
1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  
2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.  
3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.  
Faith is now!!!!!!!!
God is not a God of the past, nor is He a God of the future, HE IS ONLY A GOD OF THE PRESENT!!!
Mark 10:46-52
46 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging.  
47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.  

48 And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.  
49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee.  
50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus.  

51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight.  
52 And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.  
Sat by the highway side
· Dirty
· Trashy
· Place of depression
Begging
· Dependent upon the generosity of someone else to just eat
· Low self-esteem
· No self confidence
· Reminded of it every day
Heard that it was Jesus
· His one opportunity because of what he had heard, FAITH was born in his heart
Began to cry out
· He did his part
· Desperate for Jesus to touch him
· More he cried, the more determination
· Louder & louder
Charged him to hold his peace
· Cried the much more
· Nobody knows how bad you need the Lord, but you
· When you disrupt those around you, they feel uncomfortable because of the lack of a need on their part
DETERMINATION!
· HAVE MERCY ON ME
· Be of good cheer He calleth for thee
Casting away his garment
· He no longer needed the clothes of a blind man
· Left his former life behind
Rose and went to Jesus
· He went to the Lord
Question from Jesus 
· What will thou have me to do?
· Make me whole!!!!!
Bartimeaus could have had anything he wanted, because of his faith!
FAITH IS NOW!!!!!!!!
2 Kings 4:18-26
18 And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went out to his father to the reapers.  
19 And he said unto his father, My head, my head. And he said to a lad, Carry him to his mother.  
20 And when he had taken him, and brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then died.  
21 And she went up, and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut the door upon him, and went out.  
22 And she called unto her husband, and said, Send me, I pray thee, one of the young men, and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come again.  
23 And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to him to day? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath. And she said, It shall be well.  

24 Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, Drive, and go forward; slack not thy riding for me, except I bid thee.  

25 So she went and came unto the man of God to mount Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, Behold, yonder is that Shunammite:  
26 Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? And she answered, It is well.  
· Promise of a child
· Child came 
· Grew sick & died
· Saddle up a horse, and don't bury the kid
· Is it well?
· IT IS WELL!!!!!!!!!
John 11:17-44
17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already.  
18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off:  
19 And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.  
20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.  

21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.  

22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.  
23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.  
24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.  
25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  
26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?  
27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world. 

28 And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee.  
29 As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him.  
30 Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him.  
31 The Jews then which were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there.  
32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.  
33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled,  
34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.  
35 Jesus wept.  
36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him!  
37 And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died?  
38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.  
39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.  
40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?  
41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.  
42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.  
43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.  
44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.  
· Knew it was not unto death
· Started on the way
· Lazarus is dead
· If thou hast been here (PAST)
· I know that in the first resurrection (FUTURE)
GOD NEEDS PEOPLE TO BELIEVE IN HIM NOW!!!
God is a God of the present!!!
