
The	Value	of	a	Soul	
	
Luke	15:8	Either	what	woman	having	ten	pieces	of	silver,	if	she	lose	one	piece,	
doth	not	light	a	candle,	and	sweep	the	house,	and	seek	diligently	till	she	find	it?	
Luke	15:9	And	when	she	hath	found	it,	she	calleth	her	friends	and	her	neighbors	
together,	saying,	Rejoice	with	me;	for	I	have	found	the	piece	which	I	had	lost.	
Luke	15:10	Likewise,	I	say	unto	you,	there	is	joy	in	the	presence	of	the	angels	of	
God	over	one	sinner	that	repenteth.	
	
I.	The	Worth	Of	A	Soul	
	
Luke	15:4	What	man	of	you,	having	an	hundred	sheep,	if	he	lose	one	of	them,	
doth	not	leave	the	ninety	and	nine	in	the	wilderness,	and	go	after	that	which	is	
lost,	until	he	find	it?	
Luke	15:5	And	when	he	hath	found	it,	he	layeth	it	on	his	shoulders,	rejoicing.	
Luke	15:6	And	when	he	cometh	home,	he	calleth	together	his	friends	and	
neighbors,	saying	unto	them,	Rejoice	with	me;	for	I	have	found	my	sheep	which	
was	lost.	
Luke	15:7	I	say	unto	you,	that	likewise	joy	shall	be	in	heaven	over	one	sinner	that	
repenteth,	more	than	over	ninety	and	nine	just	persons,	which	need	no	
repentance.	
	
II.	In	A	Time	Like	This,	Every	Soul	Counts	
	
III.	Are	You	Looking	For	That	One	Lost	Soul?	
	
a.	Someone	looked	for	you	
b.	Someone	took	time	with	you	
c.	Someone	reached	out	to	you	
d.	Someone	loved	you	
e.	Someone	had	compassion	on	you	
	



VI.	We	Must	Sow	The	Seed	
	
2	Cor	9:6	But	this	I	say,	He	which	soweth	sparingly	shall	reap	also	sparingly;	and	
he	which	soweth	bountifully	shall	reap	also	bountifully.	
	
VII.	It	Is	Incumbent	On	Us	To	Sow	The	Seed	Bountifully	
	
VIII.	Every	Soul	Counts	
	
The	true	story	is	told	of:	
	
A	preacher	was	passing	a	large	department	story	and	followed	a	sudden	
impression	to	speak	to	the	proprietor.	
	
He	said,	I’ve	talked	carpets	and	beds	but	never	my	business	with	you.	Will	you	
give	me	a	few	minutes?	
	
Being	led	to	a	private	office,	the	pastor	took	out	his	Testament	and	directed	his	
attention	to	passage	after	passage,	and	urged	him	to	become	a	Christian.	Finally	
the	tears	began	to	roll	down	the	old	man’s	checks.	
	
I’m	seventy	years	old,	I	was	born	in	this	city	and	more	than	a	hundred	ministers	
and	five	hundred	saints	of	the	various	churches	have	known	me	in	a	business	way.	
You	are	the	only	man	who	has	ever	talked	to	me	about	my	soul.	
	
Luke	15:11	And	he	said,	A	certain	man	had	two	sons:	
Luke	15:12	And	the	younger	of	them	said	to	his	father,	Father,	give	me	the	
portion	of	goods	that	falleth	to	me.	And	he	divided	unto	them	his	living.	
Luke	15:13	And	not	many	days	after	the	younger	son	gathered	all	together,	and	
took	his	journey	into	a	far	country,	and	there	wasted	his	substance	with	riotous	
living.	
Luke	15:14	And	when	he	had	spent	all,	there	arose	a	mighty	famine	in	that	land;	
and	he	began	to	be	in	want.	



Luke	15:15	And	he	went	and	joined	himself	to	a	citizen	of	that	country;	and	he	
sent	him	into	his	fields	to	feed	swine.	
Luke	15:16	And	he	would	fain	have	filled	his	belly	with	the	husks	that	the	swine	
did	eat:	and	no	man	gave	unto	him.	
Luke	15:17	And	when	he	came	to	himself,	he	said,	How	many	hired	servants	of	
my	father's	have	bread	enough	and	to	spare,	and	I	perish	with	hunger!	
Luke	15:18	I	will	arise	and	go	to	my	father,	and	will	say	unto	him,	Father,	I	have	
sinned	against	heaven,	and	before	thee,	
Luke	15:19	And	am	no	more	worthy	to	be	called	thy	son:	make	me	as	one	of	thy	
hired	servants.	
Luke	15:20	And	he	arose,	and	came	to	his	father.	But	when	he	was	yet	a	great	
way	off,	his	father	saw	him,	and	had	compassion,	and	ran,	and	fell	on	his	neck,	
and	kissed	him.	
Luke	15:21	And	the	son	said	unto	him,	Father,	I	have	sinned	against	heaven,	and	
in	thy	sight,	and	am	no	more	worthy	to	be	called	thy	son.	
Luke	15:22	But	the	father	said	to	his	servants,	Bring	forth	the	best	robe,	and	put	it	
on	him;	and	put	a	ring	on	his	hand,	and	shoes	on	his	feet:	
Luke	15:23	And	bring	hither	the	fatted	calf,	and	kill	it;	and	let	us	eat,	and	be	
merry:	
Luke	15:24	For	this	my	son	was	dead,	and	is	alive	again;	he	was	lost,	and	is	found.	
And	they	began	to	be	merry.	
Luke	15:25	Now	his	elder	son	was	in	the	field:	and	as	he	came	and	drew	nigh	to	
the	house,	he	heard	music	and	dancing.	
Luke	15:26	And	he	called	one	of	the	servants,	and	asked	what	these	things	meant.	
Luke	15:27	And	he	said	unto	him,	Thy	brother	is	come;	and	thy	father	hath	killed	
the	fatted	calf,	because	he	hath	received	him	safe	and	sound.	
Luke	15:28	And	he	was	angry,	and	would	not	go	in:	therefore	came	his	father	out,	
and	entreated	him.	
Luke	15:29	And	he	answering	said	to	his	father,	Lo,	these	many	years	do	I	serve	
thee,	neither	transgressed	I	at	any	time	thy	commandment:	and	yet	thou	never	
gavest	me	a	kid,	that	I	might	make	merry	with	my	friends:	
Luke	15:30	But	as	soon	as	this	thy	son	was	come,	which	hath	devoured	thy	living	
with	harlots,	thou	hast	killed	for	him	the	fatted	calf.	



Luke	15:31	And	he	said	unto	him,	Son,	thou	art	ever	with	me,	and	all	that	I	have	is	
thine.	
Luke	15:32	It	was	meet	that	we	should	make	merry,	and	be	glad:	for	this	thy	
brother	was	dead,	and	is	alive	again;	and	was	lost,	and	is	found.	
	
IX.	In	All	Three	References,	Something	Valuable	Was	Found	
	
a.	Joy	over	finding	the	lost	sheep,	recovery	the	lost	coin,	and	return	of	the	
prodigal	son	
	
b.	A	soul	is	the	most	valuable	thing	to	God	
	
c.	We	as	the	church	must	seek	and	search	for	the	lost	souls	in	our	city	
	
X.	The	Worth	Of	A	Soul	
	
XI.	What’s	It	Worth	To	You	
	
Conclusion:	
	
The	Times-Reporter	of	New	Philadelphia,	Ohio,	reported	in	September	1985,	a	
celebration	at	a	New	Orleans	municipal	pool.	The	party	around	the	pool	was	held	
to	celebrate	the	first	summer	in	memory	without	a	drowning	at	any	New	
	
Orleans	city	pool.	In	honor	of	the	occasion,	two	hundred	people	gathered,	
including	one	hundred	certified	lifeguards.	
	
As	the	party	was	breaking	up	and	the	four	lifeguards	on	duty	began	to	clear	the	
pool,	they	found	a	fully	dressed	body	in	the	deep	end.	They	tried	to	revive	Jerome	
Moody,	thirty-one,	but	it	was	too	late.	He	had	drowned	surrounded	by	lifeguards	
celebrating	their	successful	season.	I	wonder	how	many	visitors	and	strangers	are	
among	us	drowning	in	loneliness,	hurt	and	doubt,	while	we	who	could	help	them,	



don't	realize	it.	We	Christians	have	reason	to	celebrate,	but	our	mission,	as	the	
old	hymn	says,	is	to	"rescue	the	perishing."	An	often	they	are	right	next	to	us.	
	
	


