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Proverbs 18:24b …and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.


1Samuel 18:3-4 
3 Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.
4 And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle.

I don’t think there is a better example of friendship in the Bible than the friendship of Jonathon and David.

David is the one who as a boy killed the giant Goliath.
He also then fought and defeated many of Israel’s enemys.

Jonathon also was a great warrior.  In 1 Samuel 14 we find him and his armor bearer fighting against an entire garrison of Philistine alone.  Jonathon was a tough dude.

Later on we read in 1 Samuel 20 that when Jonathon’s father King Saul wanted to kill David, that Jonathan risked his own life and reputation to help David escape unharmed.

Saul hated David because the people loved David.
· They made songs about David.
· They would say, “Saul has killed his thousands, but David his 10 thousands.”
· Saul was jealous of David.
· Saul feared the popularity of David.

And Jonathon, being the Kings son would be the next to sit on the throne.  
· It was a sure thing 
· The eldest son of the king always became his successor to the throne.

And there was nothing stopping this from happening except for one thing.
· David.
· The people loved David
· And only thing Saul could do to defend his throne was to Kill David.

But Jonathon and David’s friendship was bigger than the throne.

· Neither of these two great friends would allow something as simple as a throne to stand in the way of their friendship.
· ‘Who was going to be king’ didn’t enter the equation when it came to their love for one another.

· So in 1 Samuel 20 we find Jonathon risking his own life to help David.

· Realizing full well that the man he was helping to escape Saul’s death sentence may take the throne in his place, 

· Jonathan implements a plan to help David escape Saul’s rage unharmed.


Friendship

Baltasar Grecian a Spanish Philosopher who lived in the early 1600s said…
· “True friendship multiplies the good in life and divides its evils. Strive to have friends, for life without friends is like life on a desert island... to find one real friend in a lifetime is good fortune; to keep him is a blessing.”


As much as a relationship between family members can be incredibly powerful, a true friendship can be an amazing bond because it’s a relationship of choice.


Real friends…
1.	Face problems together. 
2.	They give what they can because they truly care
3.	They make time for each other. 
4.	They offer each other freedom. 
5.	They communicate effectively
6.	They accept each other as is
7.	They are genuine, and expect genuineness. 
8.	They compromise. 
9.	They support each other’s growth changes.
10.	They believe in each other. 
11.	They maintain realistic expectations of their relationship. 
12.	They honor each other in small ways on a regular basis. 
13.	They listen 
14.	They keep their promises. 
15.  	They stick around. 

In Genesis 18:17-33, we read about God sharing His intentions with Abraham. Abraham responds by telling God his own thoughts and feelings about the situation. God and Abraham are able to do this because they trust and respect each other. 

First Samuel 20 focuses on the friendship of David and Jonathan. These two men truly cared for each other and had great trust and confidence in one another. David was running for his life from Jonathan's father, Saul. Jonathan recognized that David was innocent. Because of the true friendship they shared, David survived Saul's assassination attempts and went on to become one of Israel's greatest kings. 

Real and true friendship involves freedom of choice, accountability, truth, and forgiveness. Peter and Jesus give us this example: Peter, afraid for his life after Jesus is led away from the Garden of Gethsemane, denies knowing Jesus (John 18). As He is led away by His accusers, Jesus casts a look toward Peter that says, "I knew you would deny Me, and I forgive you" (John 21). 




Analogy:
Once two friends argued, and one of them slapped another. The man felt a pain, but said nothing and simply wrote in the sand:
— Today my best friend slapped me.
They continued walking and found an oasis, in which they decided to swim. The one who was slapped, started to sink, but his friend saved him. 
When he regained consciousness, he wrote on the stone: "Today my best friend saved my life."
The friend, who both slapped and saved his friend’s life, asked of him:
When I hurt you, you wrote on the sand and now you are writing on the stone. Why?
His friend said:
When someone hurts us, we should write it on the sand, so that the wind could erase it. But when someone does something good for us, we must engrave it on the stone, so that the wind could not erase it.

Real friendship looks at the heart, not just the "packaging." 
· Genuine friendship loves for love's sake, not just for what it can get in return. 

True friendship is both challenging and exciting. 
· It risks, it overlooks faults, and it loves unconditionally, but it also involves being truthful, even though it may hurt. 
· Genuine friendship, also called "agape" love, comes from the Lord. 
· The Lord Jesus calls us His friends and He laid down His life for us (John 15). – 

God's Word tells us that a friend sticks closer than a brother.

Hebrews 13:5 tells us that Jesus said, “I’ll never leave your or forsake you.”

Jesus is that friend that sticketh closer than a brother.
· He is that one that you can talk to when you can’t talk to anyone else.
· He will listen when no one will listen.
· He’s there when no one else is there.

Understand - A best friend is the only one that walks into your life when the world has walked out.

You know, sometimes in life it feels like no on cares.
· Sometimes it feels like no one understands.
· Sometimes it seems like no one gets you, but understand today, “…there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”

We sing that song around here, I Am A Friend Of God.
· Part of that verse says, “He calls me friend.”

Proverbs 18:24 lets us know that if we want to have friends, we have to “be friendly to other people”.

Friendship takes time: 
· Time to get to know each other, 
· Time to build shared memories, 
· Time to invest in each other's growth.

True friendship requires certain accountability factors. 
· Real friends encourage one another and forgive one another where there has been an offense. 
· Genuine friendship supports during times of struggle. 
· Friends are dependable. 
· In true friendship, unconditional love develops. 
· We love our friends no matter what and we always want the best for our friends. 

James 2:23 tells us that Abraham was called a Friend Of God.

· Evidently, Abraham was friendly to God.  
· What does that mean?

· That means he wasn’t wishy washy in his relationship with God.
· He wasn’t one-way one day and another way the next.

· He took his relationship with God seriously.
God wasn’t just some sugar daddy who Abraham prayed to when he needed something.
· He was a friend that Abraham spoke to all the time.
· God was someone that Abraham worshipped in spite of the situations of his life.
· His relationship with God was not a forced relationship, but it was a bond of choice that resulted in one of the deepest friendships between God and man that the Bible ever recorded.

"What is true friendship according to the Bible?"

Answer:  John 15:13: Jesus gave us the definition of a true friend: "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

· What we know about Jesus Christ today is that he did indeed lay down his life for you and I.

· What held him to that cross was not the nails in his hands and feet, but it was the love that he had for you and I.

· Greater love hath no man…

One of the things you and I can rest in when this world seems bent on destroying us is this, 
•	“I am a friend of God and He loves me!”
•	“He loves me so much that He gave His life for me.”

· You can’t tell anyone you love them more than that.
· You can’t repay someone when they have given you their life.
· All you can do is love them back.

The title of this message today is My Best Friend.

Who is your best friend today?
· I know we all have friends and even what we would consider best friends, but what about Him?

· Have we considered what He has done for us to show us His willingness and desire to be our Best Friend?

Some think of God as some mean judge up in the sky somewhere, when really he is indeed our greatest hope of a Best Friend.

Who else could say… 
· Ask and it shall be given
· Seek and ye shall find
· Knock and the door shall be opened.

You and I have a direct line of communication with God and that is because He considers us His friends if we would yet love Him.

And all he asks in return is for us to just love Him back.

1 Corinthians 2:9
But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

And according to…
1 John 4:19
We love him, because he first loved us.

· And how do we know he loved us?  
· Because he laid down his life for us.

Now there’s a friend!
 
· There’s someone you can count on.

· There’s someone who will be there for you when you need them to be.

· There’s a Best Friend.

This friend says to you today… 
Matthew 11: 28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
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