
	  
 

THE	  LEGACY	  OF	  LESTER	  

Hebrews	  11:33-‐40	  Who	  through	  faith	  subdued	  kingdoms,	  wrought	  righteousness,	  
obtained	  promises,	  stopped	  the	  mouths	  of	  lions,	  34	  Quenched	  the	  violence	  of	  
fire,	  escaped	  the	  edge	  of	  the	  sword,	  out	  of	  weakness	  were	  made	  strong,	  waxed	  
valiant	  in	  fight,	  turned	  to	  flight	  the	  armies	  of	  the	  aliens.	  35	  Women	  received	  their	  
dead	  raised	  to	  life	  again:	  and	  others	  were	  tortured,	  not	  accepting	  deliverance;	  
that	  they	  might	  obtain	  a	  better	  resurrection:	  36	  And	  others	  had	  trial	  of	  cruel	  
mockings	  and	  scourgings,	  yea,	  moreover	  of	  bonds	  and	  imprisonment:	  37	  They	  
were	  stoned,	  they	  were	  sawn	  asunder,	  were	  tempted,	  were	  slain	  with	  the	  sword:	  
they	  wandered	  about	  in	  sheepskins	  and	  goatskins;	  being	  destitute,	  afflicted,	  
tormented;	  38	  (Of	  whom	  the	  world	  was	  not	  worthy:)	  they	  wandered	  in	  deserts,	  
and	  in	  mountains,	  and	  in	  dens	  and	  caves	  of	  the	  earth.	  39	  And	  these	  all,	  having	  
obtained	  a	  good	  report	  through	  faith,	  received	  not	  the	  promise:	  40	  God	  having	  
provided	  some	  better	  thing	  for	  us,	  that	  they	  without	  us	  should	  not	  be	  made	  
perfect.	  

Hebrews	  12:1	  Wherefore	  seeing	  we	  also	  are	  compassed	  about	  with	  so	  great	  a	  
cloud	  of	  witnesses,	  let	  us	  lay	  aside	  every	  weight,	  and	  the	  sin	  which	  doth	  so	  easily	  
beset	  us,	  and	  let	  us	  run	  with	  patience	  the	  race	  that	  is	  set	  before	  us,	  

I. Tomb	  of	  the	  Unknown	  Soldier	  

A. Washington	  D.C.	  

1. Sights	  to	  see	  

a) Capital,	  White	  House,	  Lincoln	  Memorial,	  Jefferson	  
Memorial,	  

b) National	  Archives,	  Library	  of	  Congress,	  Washington	  
Monument	  

B. Arlington	  National	  Cemetery	  –	  Arlington,	  VA	  

1. The	  grave	  of	  President	  John	  F.	  Kennedy	  



	  
 

2. The	  grave	  of	  President	  William	  Howard	  Taft	  

3. The	  grave	  of	  Audie	  Murphy,	  the	  most	  decorated	  and	  honored	  
American	  Soldier	  from	  WW2	  

4. A	  memorial	  to	  the	  Astronauts	  aboard	  the	  space	  shuttle	  
Challenger	  

5. Even	  the	  grave	  of	  Abner	  Doubleday	  –	  A	  civil	  war	  general	  who	  is	  
thought	  to	  have	  created	  the	  game	  of	  baseball	  

a) Both	  Male	  and	  Female	  

b) Every	  skin	  color	  –	  including	  former	  slaves	  that	  fought	  in	  
the	  Civil	  war	  

c) You	  will	  find	  them	  all	  among	  the	  over	  300,000	  graves	  
that	  are	  within	  the	  cemetery.	  

C. Tomb	  of	  the	  Unknown	  Soldier	  

1. But	  there	  is	  one	  tomb	  that	  is	  a	  must	  see	  at	  the	  Arlington	  
Cemetery	  

2. Carved	  out	  of	  124	  tons	  of	  Marble,	  brought	  from	  Marble	  
Colorado	  to	  Arlington,	  VA	  

a) It	  is	  the	  whitest	  and	  finest	  marble	  in	  America	  –	  other	  US	  
monuments	  are	  made	  from	  the	  same	  material.	  

3. It	  is	  the	  tomb	  of	  the	  Unknown	  Soldier	  

4. Inscription	  on	  the	  tomb	  -‐	  HERE	  RESTS	  IN	  HONORED	  GLORY	  AN	  
AMERICAN	  SOLDIER	  KNOWN	  BUT	  TO	  GOD	  

D. The	  Honor	  Guard	  

1. Constantly	  guarding	  the	  tomb	  is	  an	  armed	  American	  Soldier	  

2. 21	  steps	  one	  way	  –	  pause	  for	  21	  seconds	  before	  turning	  –	  21	  



	  
 

steps	  the	  other	  way	  

3. It	  is	  one	  of	  the	  highest	  military	  honors	  to	  be	  selected	  as	  a	  
guard	  for	  the	  tomb	  of	  the	  Unknown	  Soldier	  

a) A	  guard	  must	  agree	  to	  live	  in	  the	  barracks	  under	  the	  
tomb	  for	  a	  term	  of	  two	  years	  

b) They	  cannot	  drink	  alcohol	  or	  swear	  again	  for	  the	  rest	  of	  
their	  lives	  

4. For	  the	  first	  six	  months	  of	  duty,	  they	  cannot	  talk	  to	  anyone,	  
nor	  watch	  TV.	  	  All	  off	  duty	  time	  must	  be	  spent	  studying	  the	  lives	  of	  
the	  175	  most	  notable	  people	  laid	  to	  rest	  at	  Arlington	  

5. Every	  honor	  guard	  spends	  5	  hours	  each	  day	  getting	  his	  uniform	  
and	  himself	  ready	  to	  take	  his	  post	  before	  the	  tomb	  

a) They	  have	  no	  lint,	  they	  have	  no	  wrinkles,	  and	  they	  have	  
polished	  shoes,	  not	  one	  hair	  out	  of	  place.	  

E. The	  Sentinels’	  creed	  
My	  dedication	  to	  this	  sacred	  duty	  is	  total	  and	  wholehearted.	  In	  the	  responsibility	  
bestowed	  on	  me	  never	  will	  I	  falter.	  And	  with	  dignity	  and	  perseverance	  my	  
standard	  will	  remain	  perfection.	  Through	  the	  years	  of	  diligence	  and	  praise	  and	  the	  
discomfort	  of	  the	  elements,	  I	  will	  walk	  my	  tour	  in	  humble	  reverence	  to	  the	  best	  of	  
my	  ability.	  It	  is	  he	  who	  commands	  the	  respect	  I	  protect,	  his	  bravery	  that	  made	  us	  
so	  proud.	  Surrounded	  by	  well	  meaning	  crowds	  by	  day,	  alone	  in	  the	  thoughtful	  
peace	  of	  night,	  this	  soldier	  will	  in	  honored	  glory	  rest	  under	  my	  eternal	  vigilance.	  

1. The	  Honor	  Guard	  never	  stops	  guarding	  

a) 24/7	  –	  365	  days	  a	  year,	  there	  is	  always	  a	  guard	  at	  the	  
tomb	  

2. Hurricane	  Isabel	  

a) During	  Hurricane	  Isabel	  the	  regimental	  commander	  told	  



	  
 

the	  honor	  guard	  to	  secure	  their	  post	  and	  seek	  shelter	  from	  the	  
high	  winds.	  

b) The	  honor	  guard	  disobeyed	  orders.	  	  While	  trees	  were	  
being	  uprooted	  and	  pelting	  rain	  hit	  the	  capital	  area,	  the	  
measured	  steps	  of	  the	  honor	  guard	  continued	  uninterrupted.	  

c) It	  was	  part	  of	  their	  creed	  –	  Never	  will	  I	  falter	  

3. Changing	  of	  the	  guard	  

a) The	  guards	  are	  changed	  every	  half	  hour	  without	  fail.	  	  The	  
changing	  of	  the	  guard	  is	  an	  elaborate	  ritual	  that	  must	  be	  seen	  
to	  be	  believed.	  	  The	  cadence	  of	  footsteps	  never	  falters	  or	  halts.	  

b) Since	  its	  opening	  day,	  the	  tomb	  of	  the	  Unknown	  Soldier	  
has	  never	  been	  left	  unguarded.	  	  Through	  hottest	  summer	  days,	  
through	  coldest	  winter	  days,	  the	  guard	  remains.	  

4. Why	  is	  it	  guarded?	  

a) To	  honor	  the	  sacrifices	  of	  those	  who	  have	  gone	  before.	  

b) To	  send	  a	  message	  to	  future	  generations	  that	  we	  will	  
continue	  the	  fight	  for	  freedom	  that	  our	  forefathers	  began.	  

c) They	  guard	  not	  an	  individual	  tomb,	  but	  the	  idea	  of	  all	  
those	  that	  have	  sacrificed	  so	  much	  for	  our	  nation	  and	  our	  
liberty.	  

II. Bro.	  Lester	  

A. The	  passing	  of	  Bro	  Lester	  

1. Early	  Friday	  Morning	  02/17/12	  @	  about	  5:00	  AM	  

2. He	  spent	  89	  years	  on	  this	  earth	  

a) His	  life	  was	  a	  miracle	  as	  the	  doctors	  told	  his	  mother	  that	  



	  
 

he	  would	  not	  survive	  in	  infancy	  

3. His	  whole	  life	  was	  dedicated	  to	  God.	  

B. He	  grew	  up	  in	  a	  church	  environment	  

1. I	  was	  surprised	  and	  pleased	  to	  learn	  that	  Lester	  had	  been	  part	  
of	  the	  early	  20th	  century	  Pentecostal	  Revival	  in	  the	  United	  States.	  

2. He	  told	  me	  about	  brush	  arbors	  

3. He	  told	  me	  about	  open	  air	  revivals	  

a) He	  talked	  about	  persecutions	  and	  trials	  that	  he	  endured	  

b) I’ve	  only	  read	  about	  rotten	  fruit	  being	  thrown	  at	  the	  
early	  Pentecostal	  church.	  

(1) But	  Lester	  experienced	  it.	  

C. He	  lived	  his	  life	  for	  Jesus	  

1. Through	  World	  Wars,	  through	  social	  and	  economic	  upheaval,	  
through	  crisis	  and	  hardships,	  he	  remained	  faithful	  to	  his	  God.	  

2. Anyone	  that	  knew	  Lester	  knows	  that	  he	  was	  always	  happy	  and	  
full	  of	  praise.	  

a) At	  the	  nursing	  home	  in	  rehab,	  he	  always	  talked	  about	  
spending	  time	  in	  prayer	  and	  in	  reading	  his	  tattered	  Bible.	  

b) While	  others	  complained	  about	  their	  situation,	  Lester	  
was	  passing	  out	  church	  business	  cards	  to	  anyone	  and	  everyone.	  

3. His	  best	  quote,	  “I’ve	  fought	  the	  devil	  all	  my	  life,	  and	  he’s	  not	  
won	  yet.”	  

4. Today	  we	  stand	  back	  and	  say	  another	  old	  soldier	  has	  finally	  
won	  his	  final	  battle.	  



	  
 

a) He’s	  crossed	  over	  and	  is	  now	  enjoying	  his	  reward	  for	  his	  
lifetime	  of	  faithful	  service	  to	  Jesus	  Christ.	  

III. What	  is	  left	  behind?	  

A. Lester	  has	  joined	  those	  that	  have	  gone	  on	  before.	  

1. Just	  like	  countless	  millions	  before	  him	  that	  have	  lived	  their	  
lives	  for	  Jesus	  Christ	  

2. Through	  the	  Early	  Apostolic	  Church	  of	  the	  book	  of	  Acts	  

3. Through	  the	  later	  Roman	  Persecution	  of	  Christians	  

4. Through	  the	  dark	  ages	  following	  the	  collapse	  of	  the	  Roman	  
Empire	  

5. Through	  the	  reformation	  led	  by	  Martin	  Luther	  

6. Into	  the	  20th	  century	  Pentecostal	  revival	  

a) They	  stand	  as	  silent	  witnesses	  of	  all	  that	  has	  been	  done	  
and	  sacrificed	  to	  bring	  us	  to	  today.	  

7. Those	  that	  have	  given	  the	  ultimate	  sacrifice	  such	  as	  Sabellius	  a	  
3rd	  century	  theologian	  who	  was	  excommunicated	  by	  the	  Catholic	  
Church	  for	  preaching	  a	  Oneness	  message.	  

a) He	  baptized	  in	  Jesus	  Name,	  He	  talked	  about	  receiving	  the	  
Holy	  Ghost	  evidenced	  by	  Speaking	  in	  Tongues.	  

8. Michael	  Servetus,	  a	  Spanish	  Theologian	  in	  the	  16th	  Century	  
who	  was	  burned	  at	  the	  stake	  by	  the	  Vatican	  for	  his	  non-‐Trinitarian	  
Teaching.	  	  	  

a) His	  unwavering	  adherence	  to	  oneness	  theology	  caused	  
him	  to	  make	  the	  ultimate	  sacrifice.	  

(1) They	  are	  unknown	  soldiers	  to	  me,	  but	  I	  guard	  



	  
 

what	  they	  fought	  for.	  

(2) I	  cannot	  falter,	  I	  cannot	  stop,	  and	  I	  cannot	  give	  up.	  

(3) They	  have	  left	  you	  and	  I	  a	  legacy	  of	  truth	  that	  we	  
must	  uphold.	  

(4) Much	  like	  the	  freedom	  that	  we	  enjoy	  in	  America	  
today	  was	  purchased	  with	  the	  sacrifice	  of	  men	  and	  
women	  in	  our	  armed	  services,	  the	  Gospel	  that	  you	  and	  I	  
have	  today	  was	  purchased	  with	  the	  sacrifices	  of	  men	  
and	  women	  throughout	  history.	  	  Those	  that	  made	  the	  
determination,	  that	  their	  dedication	  to	  the	  truth	  was	  too	  
important	  to	  let	  it	  go.	  

9. Martyrs	  

a) They	  suffered,	  they	  were	  mocked,	  they	  were	  persecuted,	  
they	  were	  thrown	  into	  prison,	  they	  were	  torn	  apart	  by	  lions	  in	  
the	  Coliseum,	  they	  were	  burned	  alive,	  they	  lost	  possessions	  and	  
family,	  All	  so	  that	  you	  and	  I	  could	  have	  the	  Gospel	  today.	  

10. Unknown	  but	  well	  known	  

a) I’ve	  never	  met	  the	  Apostle	  Peter,	  but	  I	  know	  him.	  

b) I’ve	  never	  shaken	  the	  Apostle	  Paul’s	  hand,	  but	  I	  know	  
him	  

c) I’ve	  never	  met	  those	  martyrs	  but	  I	  know	  them.	  

(1) They	  sacrificed	  everything	  for	  me.	  

(2) When	  I	  get	  to	  Heaven,	  I’ll	  find	  Peter,	  I’ll	  find	  Paul,	  
I’ll	  find	  those	  great	  men	  and	  women	  and	  Lester	  too,	  so	  I	  
can	  tell	  them	  Thank	  you!	  

IV. Now	  it’s	  our	  Legacy	  



	  
 

A. Lester	  can	  no	  longer	  carry	  the	  guard	  

1. Lester	  picked	  up	  the	  banner	  from	  his	  mother	  and	  carried	  it	  for	  
the	  rest	  of	  his	  life.	  

2. But	  his	  battle	  is	  now	  over	  –	  his	  tour	  has	  ended.	  

3. Who	  will	  take	  up	  the	  banner	  of	  the	  truth	  from	  Lester?	  

a) Who	  will	  carry	  on	  to	  now	  guard	  the	  gospel	  for	  the	  next	  
generation?	  

b) Who	  will	  assume	  the	  role	  of	  honor	  guard	  for	  this	  
Apostolic	  Faith?	  

c) This	  is	  a	  lifetime	  commitment	  

(1) Through	  the	  good	  times	  and	  the	  bad	  

(2) Who	  will	  hold	  fast	  to	  the	  truth	  of	  this	  Gospel	  in	  
storms,	  through	  trials,	  through	  persecution,	  wandering	  
and	  wondering.	  	  	  

B. To	  the	  new	  Soldier	  

1. If	  you	  are	  here	  today	  and	  have	  never	  experienced	  the	  power	  of	  
God	  for	  yourself…	  

a) You	  can	  have	  it	  

b) The	  truth	  has	  been	  brought	  down	  to	  us	  today	  

(1) Repent	  

(2) Be	  baptized	  in	  Jesus	  Name	  

(3) Receive	  the	  Holy	  Ghost	  
2nd	  Timothy	  4:2-‐8	  Preach	  the	  word;	  be	  instant	  in	  season,	  out	  of	  season;	  reprove,	  
rebuke,	  exhort	  with	  all	  longsuffering	  and	  doctrine.	  3	  For	  the	  time	  will	  come	  when	  
they	  will	  not	  endure	  sound	  doctrine;	  but	  after	  their	  own	  lusts	  shall	  they	  heap	  to	  



	  
 

themselves	  teachers,	  having	  itching	  ears;	  4	  And	  they	  shall	  turn	  away	  their	  ears	  
from	  the	  truth,	  and	  shall	  be	  turned	  unto	  fables.	  5	  But	  watch	  thou	  in	  all	  things,	  
endure	  afflictions,	  do	  the	  work	  of	  an	  evangelist,	  make	  full	  proof	  of	  thy	  ministry.	  	  
6For	  I	  am	  now	  ready	  to	  be	  offered,	  and	  the	  time	  of	  my	  departure	  is	  at	  hand.	  7	  I	  
have	  fought	  a	  good	  fight,	  I	  have	  finished	  my	  course,	  I	  have	  kept	  the	  faith:	  8	  
Henceforth	  there	  is	  laid	  up	  for	  me	  a	  crown	  of	  righteousness,	  which	  the	  Lord,	  the	  
righteous	  judge,	  shall	  give	  me	  at	  that	  day:	  and	  not	  to	  me	  only,	  but	  unto	  all	  them	  
also	  that	  love	  his	  appearing.	  

2. Lester	  has	  his	  crown	  this	  morning	  

a) Will	  you	  someday	  join	  him?	  	  	  

b) I	  carried	  the	  banner	  Lester.	  	  I	  never	  gave	  up,	  I	  never	  
turned	  back.	  	  I	  took	  up	  your	  Legacy	  and	  passed	  it	  on.	  


