
 

As Was Supposed

Tonight, I feel like approaching this lesson a little differently than past Bible studies.

More and more in my witness I am running into people who have a generic approach to who Jesus is.

Their thinking is...

·        Jesus was just another prophet.

·        He was a great Rabbi or teacher.

·        He was just another man who influenced thousands.

We still live in a Christian nation, but things are changing...America has opened its doors to every faith known to man.

The idea that there are all kinds of path's that lead to God or to "a higher power" is taking hold.

Under the name of tolerance and peace, the doctrines of Interfaithism are becoming rooted in our country.

Yet as this One World Church marches forward, the headlines yesterday read....."Washington is gravely concerned

about the rising number of attacks against Christians around the world."

A few weeks ago, I spoke about Youcef Nadarkhani....as far as I know, he has not yet been executed, he is still in a

temporary delay of execution.

But there are many others facing the same fate.

·        On New Year's day in Egypt, 21 Christians were killed and 79 injured for their belief in Christ.

·        In Iraq, 100 Christians were killed for their beliefs during a gun battle at their church.

·        Christian tourists are being targeted, kidnapped and killed all over the world.

It is funny to me how our Government is finally becoming concerned.

·        This is the same government that took prayer out of our schools.

·        This is the same government that took the freedom to use the name of Jesus out of our government buildings.

The aritcle states...

Washington is "deeply concerned" about the rising number of attacks on Christians throughout the Middle East..

Saturday's attack on the Church of the Two Saints in Alexandria, Egypt, after a New Year's Day mass attended by

1,000 people, killed 21 people and wounded 79, the worst such violence since 1999.

As Christians clashed with police in violent protests, Egyptian newspapers warned that civil war could erupt unless

Christians and Muslims closed ranks.

The message I get out of this article is that Washington still considers America a Christian Nation, and I am grateful

for that.

But the powers that be in America are also behind the coming one world religion.

My point tonight is this....we are living is some very challenging and confusing times...they are going to become

more challenging and more confusing in the coming months and years.



more challenging and more confusing in the coming months and years.

The Bible prophecies that there will be a one world church.

It is going to happen.

·        This is not a time for casual Christians.

·        This is not a time to be lukewarm in your relationship with God.

·        It is not a time to be confused about what you believe.

·        It is not a time to be chasing after the world.

America is confused by the conflicting messages of the day, but you don't have to be confused.

In fact I believe that God has placed you where you are for this day...and for this time.

God has given some of you a crystal clear understanding of the scripture so that you can shine the light of His Word

into the darkness of this confused world.

·        In the coming year Life Church is going to witness to more people than we ever have before.

·        We are going to share our testimony with more people than we ever have before.

·        We are going to reach out more than we ever have before.

Because of this we are going to be asked more questions that we have ever been asked before.

The Bible plainly teaches that we need to be prepared to answer every person who asks us about our beliefs.....

1 Peter 3:15

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a

reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

·        The hope that we have in us is Jesus Christ.

·        The hope that we have is salvation.

·        We must be able to answer every question that people have about Jesus Christ and salvation.

Col 4:5-6

5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.

6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.

The most critical aspect of salvation is knowing who Christ is.....Knowing who Jesus is.

We know what the Bible says....we know that it is all in Him.

We know....

1 Timothy 3:16

16 God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the

world, received up into glory.

We know...

Acts 4:12

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men,

whereby we must be saved.

But the world doesn't know.



We know...

John 14:6

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

But the world doesn't know!

·        The world is confused.

·        The world is misled.

·        The world has heard that there are many ways to God.

·        I don't want to be misleading tonight.

·        I don't want you to think it is difficult to share truth...because it is not.

·        I just want you to realized that you must have an answer and you must share that answer.

Everybody can have an answer!

·        You can do this!

·        This is what God has called you to do!

·        You can share who Jesus is!

I want to share a simple Bible study with you that you, in turn, can share with somebody else...

Luke perhaps, summed it up the best in the first part of his genealogy of Jesus in Luke chapter three....

Luke 3:23

23 And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the

son of Heli,

I draw your attention to the three words in parenthesis....As was supposed.

The NIV says it this way...

Luke 3:23 NIV

23 Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. He was the son, so it was thought, of

Joseph,

If I could put a title on this study, I would title it, "AS WAS SUPPOSED."

Luke was a brilliant writer who was able, even in the middle of a genealogy, to hit the nail on the head.

Apparently, in Luke's day, as there is today, there was a misunderstanding of Christ.

·        Not everybody was privy to the information surrounding the birth of Christ.

·        As Jesus grew up in the house of Joseph, people concluded that Jesus was Joseph's son.

o   After all, he lived with Joseph in a very ordinary home.

o   There was nothing extra ordinary about Him.

o   While living at home He was learning the family trade....carpentry.

o   He had a mom , he had a dad...he had brothers....their family was a typical Hebrew family.

·        Now thirty years later, it was supposed, or it was thought....in other words....this was the common knowledge of

the day.....that Jesus was the son of Joseph.



It was thought that Jesus was just another carpenter from Nazareth.

It was thought that He was one of the many son's of Joseph.

It was thought that He was an average young man.

·        But Jesus wasn't who they thought He was.

·        There was a great misunderstanding of who Jesus was.

It was brilliant of Luke to insert those three words in the middle of Christ's genealogy...."as was supposed"....or, "so it

was thought."

Luke's thinking was....Jesus isn't who you think He is.

·        Just because you think Jesus was a carpenter...doesn't mean that is all He is.

·        Just because you think Jesus is a good teacher...it doesn't mean that is all He is.

·        Just because you think that Jesus is a prophet....it doesn't mean that is all He is.

Don't limit Jesus to what men suppose about Him....if you do so you are going to miscalculate who Jesus is and

what He can do.

At one point Jesus asked his disciples a question....

Mark 8:27-29

27 And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the way he asked his disciples,

saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am?

28 And they answered, John the Baptist: but some say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets.

29 And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the

Christ.

We can see that the world was confused about who Jesus was.

·        Some thought he was a teacher, some a prophet , others thought He was Elijah...yet the disciples knew who

Jesus was.

·        Peter said he was the Christ, the son of the living God.

The reality of who Jesus is can't be changed or altered by human opinion.

·        He’s still the Alpha and Omega.

·        He’s still the Lord of all Creation.

·        He’s still the Savior of the world.

·        He’s still the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords.

It doesn't matter what people think about Him, it doesn't matter what people suppose about Him....He is still the Christ.

Can I get a witness?

Christ simply means Messiah, or savior.

·        We must be able to show the world that Jesus is their Messiah.

·        He has come to save them.

·        If we can't show them that....they will be lost.

Jesus explained this in....



John 8:23-25

23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.

24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

25 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the

beginning.

These Jews were confused about who Jesus was....and Jesus told them, "If you don't figure this out, you will die in

your sins!"

It didn't matter who they thought he was....what mattered was that they came to understand who He really was!

·        What this world thinks about Jesus doesn't change who He is.

·        What this world thinks about Jesus doesn't change what He is going to do.

Jesus said....

John 8:31-32

31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

Only knowing the truth will free people from their sins.

·        It is up to us to share this truth.

·        It is up to you to introduce people to Jesus!

Can I get a witness?

While the world was confused about Jesus, the angels were not.

Whom do the angels say that Jesus is?

Let's read....

Matt 1:20-23

20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph,

thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.

22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,

23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which

being interpreted is, God with us.

In this story the angels said two important things about Jesus;

1.     He came to save people from their sins....this meant that He was their Savior or Messiah....we learned that meant

"Christ."

2.     They said he was Emmanuel, which means "God with us."

Jesus is God with man!

Jesus is God in flesh!

Jesus is God among men!



·        So now we have the disciples and the angels saying the Jesus is the Christ.

·        And that Jesus is God in flesh.

·        We have some men saying that Jesus is just a teacher.

·        We have some religious leaders saying Jesus is a false prophet.

Conflicting reports of who Jesus is.

·        That is what Satan is trying to do today.

·        He is sending out conflicting reports of who Jesus is.

If Satan can cause the world to be confused about who Jesus is.....he can cause them to be lost.

Satan wants to confuse people because Satan knows the truth!

James 2:19

19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

·        The devil believes in one God!

·        The devil believes that Jesus is one Lord!

Who is Satan...he was Lucifer...an angel of the Lord!

He knew who Jesus was.

He knows who Jesus is.

So we have all of these people claiming to know who Jesus was......who do we believe?

Let's look into the bible....

2 Cor 13:1

13 This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be

established.

In the mouth of two or three witnesses....every word shall be established.

It seems we have witnesses on either side.

Do you know what is neat about scripture?

We can investigate the original language it was written in and get a clearer understanding of the writing.

In this case, witnesses comes from the Greek word 'martus'; which means 'martyr.'

In other words a witness is only reliable if they are willing to die for the truth.

When I think of witnesses, I think of court cases.

·        A court will not listen to an unreliable witness.

·        Witnesses who change their stories when they are coerced to do so are not reliable.

·        But a witness who will stake their life on the truth makes all the difference in the world.

So we have these conflicting reports of Jesus...who do we believe?

We believe those who are willing to die for the truth of who Jesus is!

Every one of the disciples except John and Judas, died because they believed that Jesus was God in flesh...they were

martyrs or witnesses!



They died because they believed Jesus was God among men.

In the mouth of two or three witnesses let every word be established.

What you think about Jesus does not change who He is....it has already been established!

·        Aren't you glad you know who Jesus is?

·        Don't you want to share this truth?

·        Do you believe you can?

Somebody say Yes!

There are some other men who have died for the cause....the Prophets.

·        The prophets didn't actually see Jesus...but they died for Him.

·        They were martyrs as well as witnesses.

What did the prophets say about Jesus?

Isa 9:6

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name

shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

People today think Jesus was just a great teacher during His day...but the prophets called Him...The Everlasting

Father.

People today think Jesus is weak....but the prophets called Him...The Mighty God.

People today think Jesus is one of many...but the disciples said there is only One Lord.

People today think there are many paths that lead to God....salvation comes only through Jesus Name.

·        People think they know Jesus.

·        People suppose they know Jesus.

·        But unless they really know Him....they will die in their sins.

We must introduce this world to Jesus!

·        Will you pledge to do so this year?

·        Will you stand up for this truth?

·        Will you be a witness?


