
 

Run With Purpose
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1 Corinthians 9:24-26  

Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.  (25)  And

every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we

an incorruptible.  (26)  I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:

There are many people that run the race just because it is something to do. People run the Boston and New York

marathons just because it is something to do.

2 Samuel 18:22-32  Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok yet again to Joab, But howsoever, let me, I pray thee, also

run after Cushi. And Joab said, Wherefore wilt thou run, my son, seeing that thou hast no tidings ready?  (23)  But

howsoever, said he, let me run. And he said unto him, Run. Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the plain, and overran

Cushi.  (24)  And David sat between the two gates: and the watchman went up to the roof over the gate unto the wall,

and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold a man running alone.  (25)  And the watchman cried, and told the king.

And the king said, If he be alone, there is tidings in his mouth. And he came apace, and drew near.  (26)  And the

watchman saw another man running: and the watchman called unto the porter, and said, Behold another man running

alone. And the king said, He also bringeth tidings.  (27)  And the watchman said, Me thinketh the running of the

foremost is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. And the king said, He is a good man, and cometh with good

tidings.  (28)  And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king, All is well. And he fell down to the earth upon his face

before the king, and said, Blessed be the LORD thy God, which hath delivered up the men that lifted up their hand

against my lord the king.  (29)  And the king said, Is the young man Absalom safe? And Ahimaaz answered, When Joab

sent the king's servant, and me thy servant, I saw a great tumult, but I knew not what it was.  (30)  And the king said

unto him, Turn aside, and stand here. And he turned aside, and stood still.  (31)  And, behold, Cushi came; and Cushi

said, Tidings, my lord the king: for the LORD hath avenged thee this day of all them that rose up against thee.  (32)

 And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young man Absalom safe? And Cushi answered, The enemies of my lord the king,

and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is.

Many an effort of Christians is merely beating the air. The energy is expended for nothing. There is a lack of wisdom,

or skill, or perseverance; there is a failure of plan; or there is a mistake in regard to what is to being done, and what

should be done. 

Proverbs 29:18  Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.

There is often among Christians very little “aim” or object; there is no “plan;” and the efforts are wasted, scattered,

inefficient efforts; so that, at the close of life, many a man may say that he has spent his ministry or his Christian

course mainly, or entirely, “in beating the air.”

Matthew 24:13  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

We are to be like a good soldier.

2 Timothy 2:3-5  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  (4)  No man that warreth

entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.  (5)  And if a

man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.

When it come to God we need to have a purpose to our running, because if we don’t, we will fall.

Philippians 2:16  Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain,



neither laboured in vain.

Hebrews 12:1-2  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside

every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,  (2) 

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,

despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

So run, that ye may obtain - So run in the Christian race, that you may obtain the prize of glory, the crown

incorruptible. So live; so deny yourselves; so make constant exertion, that you may not fail of that prize, the crown of

glory, which awaits the righteous in heaven; compare  Heb_12:1. Christians may do this when:

(1)They give themselves wholly to God, and make this the grand business of life;

(2) “When they lay aside every weight” Heb_12:1; and renounce all sin and all improper attachments;

(3) When they do not allow themselves to be “diverted” from the object, but keep the goal constantly in view;

(4) When they do not flag, or grow weary in their course;

(5) When they deny themselves; and,

(6) When they keep their eye fully fixed on Christ Heb_12:2 as their example and their strength, and on heaven as the

end of their race, and on the crown of glory as their reward.

Here is our charge.

1 Timothy 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast

professed a good profession before many witnesses.

2 Peter 1:10  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these

things, ye shall never fall:


