Don’t Blame Bathsheba

Scripture Focus

2 Samuel 11:1 And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem.
Introduction and Background
Armies have for centuries kept their top generals and leaders safe in the rear ranks or, where short distances were involved, even at home. The Ammonite capital of Rabbah was less than 40 miles from Jerusalem. David could easily control the battle through reports brought to him from his trusted general Joab.  Messengers could be sent out from him to alter the war strategy if necessary.
Whatever David’s reasons for remaining in Jerusalem, it becomes clear that there was more than strategy involved. David was a warrior-king, the very reason he was not allowed to build the Temple for the Lord -- ordinarily, David would be leading the charge in war, fueled by a passion for God and disdain for His enemies.

David’s place was with his armies, but something was amiss. Perhaps he had become weary with battle; maybe he had grown a little “soft” surrounded by the wealth and comforts of the palace.  We don’t know for certain, but what we do know is that David was at a place of low spiritual vitality. His heart had lost its edge; he was drifting from God.

Illustration: People find it hard to understand that simply doing nothing is so dangerous to spiritual life and vitality -- but it’s really only a reflection of our normal, daily experience. Relationships fall apart because we don’t work at them. A beautiful garden is destroyed by neglect; a house crumbles around you if you don’t maintain it. Many people die prematurely, not through any accident, but simply by neglecting their health; ignoring the warning signs and not making the necessary adjustments.

As Solomon put it,
33 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: 34 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man.  (Proverbs 24:33-34)

David couldn’t sleep one evening (v.2) so he gets out of bed and takes a stroll on the terrace. There’s no indication that David was “on the prowl,” but how many know that when your guard is down, the Devil will set you up?

Bathsheba, bathing that evening in the privacy of her own yard did not count on being watched. But when the king summons her to his room, it’s safe to assume that she felt obligated to obey. It was common for kings to take whomever they wished, married or not, yet it was a clear violation of God’s law.

Days, if not weeks pass by after the night with Bathsheba. David may very well have forgotten about his tryst with Uriah’s wife, but then he receives news that she is pregnant. David knows that the child is his so, being a strategist, he concocts a foolproof plan: “It’s still early in the pregnancy, so I’ll order Bathsheba’s husband home from the battle field; he’ll certainly sleep with her and discover later that he and his wife are expecting a child. Perfect.”
As we know, however, David underestimates Uriah. Uriah was not a common soldier. He was one of David’s thirty valiant men -- probably why his house was so close to the palace. Uriah had served David since the early days when David was a fugitive, running from Saul. 

Here’s where we begin to see the contrast between David and Uriah. Verse 9 tells us that Uriah didn’t even go to his house -- perhaps for fear that he might compromise his convictions. Instead, he sleeps in the servants’ court.

So here you have David -- who should have been in the fields with his troops -- and Uriah, who is so committed to David and to God that he will not even sleep one evening in the comfort of his own home with his wife. So David tells Uriah (v.12) to stick around for another day before returning to battle -- trying to buy more time.

The Scheme?

David thought, “I’ll get Uriah drunk and then tell him to go home to his wife.” But Uriah’s convictions are stronger than the alcohol and again he stays with the servants.

Now, at this point, the treachery begins to unfold. David prepares to do the unthinkable. It’s still early in the game, David is thinking, Bathsheba’s maybe a month along in her pregnancy, so if he can get Uriah out of the picture, take the widow-Bathsheba as his wife, he could still quite feasibly hide his sin.

But the callousness of David’s heart is further exposed not only by his plot to have Uriah murdered, but by sending the death sentence to Joab in the hands of Uriah himself. David murders a man whose very name means, “My light is the Lord.” What irony! David, a man after God’s heart, has allowed his own heart to become so dull, so darkened, that he sets out to extinguish the light of the Lord in Uriah.

Finally, verses 16-25, Uriah is sent to the front lines where the fighting is fiercest, he is killed, along with other soldiers who should never have been fighting so close to the city wall, and Joab sends a veiled message to David to confirm the kill.

David’s response to Joab is quite telling (v.25): 
2 Samuel 11:25 Then David said unto the messenger, Thus shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not this thing displease thee, for the sword devoureth one as well as another: make thy battle more strong against the city, and overthrow it: and encourage thou him.

“Do not let this thing displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another.” Joab, don’t feel badly about it, just keep fighting. But the writer of 2 Samuel very deliberately says in (v.27)…
2 Samuel 11:27 But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD.
You see, when news of Uriah’s death reached David, he thought he was off the hook; he had safely covered his sin. But his conscience continued to bother him.

In Psalm 32:3, David records how he felt while he was trying to cover his sin: 
Psalm 32:3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.
 For several months, he tried to live with a guilty conscience.

Illustration: Did you ever hear of Edgar Allen Poe’s story, “The Telltale Heart”?  The main character has committed murder and he buries the body of the victim in his basement, but he’s unable to escape the guilt of his crime. He begins to hear the heartbeat of his dead victim. This goes on and on and on, the heartbeat growing louder and louder. Eventually, the man goes mad, but the pounding that he heard was not from the grave below but from within his own chest.  You get the feeling that’s how David felt. The guilt became unbearable.
So God sends a prophet to David, because He loves him too much to let him go on like this; damaging himself and his kingdom. And when David is confronted, he immediately acknowledges the terrible thing he has done. He falls on his face before God, and out of that experience comes the prayer of Psalm 51.

Confession

David’s first step in repenting and finding forgiveness was to acknowledge his own sin.  But not just admitting it in his own mind but CONFESSING that sin…

Psalm 51:3-4 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.  4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.
Solomon said, 

Proverbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.
Contrition

Psalm 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.
David truly was repentant.  Repentance always brings contrition.  To be “contrite” does not mean “feeling bad” about sin, but feeling crushed under the weight of guilt for what we have done. It means a genuine disgust of our sin as well as a determination to do differently. In other words you have to get “sick” of your sin and turn away… 
Illustration: There was once a man who wrote a letter to Revenue Canada saying, "I haven’t been able to sleep lately because when I filed my income tax I deliberately misrepresented my income. I am enclosing a check for $150.00, and if I still can’t sleep, I’ll send you the rest."

That’s not contrition. Contrition is a deep repentance that takes ownership of one’s sin; an ownership that begets a brokenness. “For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.” (v.3)

Cleansing

Psalm 51:7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
The Hebrew word for “wash” is not the word used for simply washing your face, or rinsing a dish. It refers to the washing of clothes by beating and pounding them against a rock or a scrub board. David is praying for a thorough cleansing from sin and from the dullness that it brings.

This thorough repentance from sin and cleansing (water baptism at the beginning of your relationship with God and washing of the word after) opened up the door for David to ask the Lord for the greatest gift ever – The Holy Spirit…

Psalm 51:10-12 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.  11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.  12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.
Illustration: Carpet cleaning businesses sometimes offer a special service for removing pet urine odors. To show potential customers their need for the service, they darken the room and then turn on a powerful black light. The black light caused urine crystals to glow brightly.

To the horror of the homeowner every drop and dribble could be seen, not only on the carpet, but usually on walls, drapes, furniture, and even on lamp shades. One salesman tells the story of a homeowner who begged him to shut off the light: "I can’t look at it anymore. I don’t care what it costs. Please clean it up!" Another woman said, "I’ll never be comfortable in my home again."

The stains were there all the time, but it was invisible until the right light exposed it. It would have been cruel to show customers the extent of their problem and then say, "Too bad for you" and walk away. He brought the light so that they might desperately want the cleaning services.

In the same way, God shines the light of His holiness on the blackness of our heart -- but not just to make us feel guilty and then leave us that way. He cleanses us. And then, releasing us from our guilt and shame, He restores to us “the joy of His salvation.” And with that joy comes strength. And with strength comes confidence. And with confidence comes fruitfulness.

Confidence

If you jump ahead to 2 Samuel 22, David has composed a Psalm (18) to commemorate the power and works of God throughout his life and administration.

Psalm 18:20-22 The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands hath he recompensed me.  21 For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have not wickedly departed from my God.  22 For all his judgments were before me, and I did not put away his statutes from me.
You see, the truly amazing testimony of David’s life is that after his great sin, he repented. And because of his deep repentance without making excuses, God extends grace and forgiveness. 
Unfortunately, David and his family will experience the tragic consequence of his sin.

· David’s child, born to Bathsheba, dies

· David’s daughter, Tamar, is raped by her half-brother, Amnon

· Absalom, David’s son/ Tamar‘s brother, murders Amnon

· Absalom rebels against David and sleeps with his concubines

· Absalom then attempts to dethrone David and is murdered in the process

· The division of the once unified kingdom begins

* David’s grief must have been compounded by the awareness that his sin had ultimately killed is sons. Yet, though the consequences of his sin were continually before him, David himself lives with confidence before God the remainder of his days because he understands forgiveness.
Conclusion

Saints, most of us “know” that we are forgiven, either of sins from our past or of recent sins we’ve confessed. Yet, so many of us still live in the grayness of self-condemnation that knows neither joy nor fruitfulness.

Yes, sometimes there are consequences to our sins. And you may have to face the effects of your past sins: sins of neglect, of spiritual apathy, or of flagrant disobedience -- sins that have allowed rebellion, or division, or dysfunction into your heart or home.

David was truly penitent for the murder of Uriah; yet he knew that guilt served no purpose. He would take the consequences of his sin, but he would live in the confidence that cleansing brings.  An amazing understanding of forgiveness.

Illustration: (Pastor Lee Strobel, Saddle Back Community Church)

We were doing a baptism service. We told people before they came up to the platform to be baptized to take a piece of paper, write down a few of the sins they’ve committed, and fold the paper. When they come up to the platform, there was a large wooden cross on the stage. Take that piece of paper, take a pin, and pin it to the cross, because the Bible says our sins are nailed to the cross with Jesus Christ, and fully paid for by his death. Then turn and come to the pastor to be baptized.

Pastor Strobel shares a letter a woman wrote who was baptized in one of those services. She said: I remember my fear. In fact, it was the most fear I remember in my life. I wrote as tiny as I could on that piece of paper the word abortion. I was so scared someone would open the paper and read it and find out it was me. I wanted to get up and walk out of the auditorium during the service, the guilt and fear were that strong.

When my turn came, I walked toward the cross, and I pinned the paper there. I was directed to a pastor to be baptized. He looked me straight in the eyes, and I thought for sure that he was going to read this terrible secret I kept from everybody for so long. But instead, I felt like God was telling me, I love you. It’s okay. You’ve been forgiven. I felt so much love for me, a terrible sinner. It’s the first time I ever really felt forgiveness and unconditional love. It was unbelievable, indescribable.

Do you have a secret sin that you wouldn’t even want to write down for fear that somebody might open it and find out? How about a sin that always “unfolds” in your mind whenever you try to “move on” or receive God‘s blessing?

Your sin is not the end – UNLESS YOU WANT IT TO BE – the only sin God cannot forgive is the one you won’t ask him to.  Not asking for forgiveness is the only blasphemous thing we can do to God.  

If your sin is confessed and forsaken you could have the opportunity to demonstrate God’s mercy and grace and lead others who have fallen back to God…look at what David declared

Psalm 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

Psalm 51:12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

Psalm 51:13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.
The most beautiful part of this story is that what God did for David He’s willing to do for any of us. We get weighed down with guilt long after God has forgiven us. We need to follow His pathway to forgiveness and then trust His promise to cleanse us.

Psalm 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.
Invitation
Do you have something in your life that needs confessing and forsaking?  Is there something that keeps you living in guilt?  Isn’t it time to lay aside that burden and learn to live life in freedom and without condemnation.
Is there something you need to NAIL TO A CROSS today?  Maybe you’re here and you have never been baptized – well first bring your sins to the cross – confess them –forsake them – then find cleansing from those sins in the waters of baptism.
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