Rejoice in the Lord

 Intro: Philippians is called the letter of joy because the concept is found so much in the book (3:1; 4:4). Joy is given a prominence in Christianity we often miss.

I) Joy in preaching the gospel - 1:12-18

 A) Paul had joy at the gospel being spread, even if by evil

  motives, yet often our brethren are interested in attacking

  each other

 B) Gospel itself, not the preacher, is the source of joy -

  Lk 2:10; Jn 17:13; Acts 8:39

II) Joy is complete in unity - 2:1-8

A) Having the same mind, love, spirit, intent on one purpose

 - not thinking exactly alike, but working toward the same goal

  - 3:13-15

B) Putting the interests of others before our own - like Jesus

did in everything

III) Joy of sacrifice - 2:14-18

A) Paul rejoiced at the sacrifice he offered on their behalf,

 and wanted them to rejoice in it also - Ac 5:40,41

B) Comes from attitude of service - Jn 15:1-11 - of

which Jesus is example - Heb 12:2

IV) Joy in fellowship with brethren

 A) Paul knew to live would bring joy to Philippians -

  1:21-25

 B) They would rejoice with Epaphroditus - 2:25-30

 C) We share in the joy of mutual support

V) Joy despite physical circumstances - 4:4,6

A) Paul was in prison, yet had joy and did not want others to

 be anxious - 2 Cor 8:1,2 - Macedonians

B) Came from looking in the right place, not the flesh

- Phil 3:19,15,16

Conclusion: If you don't have joy in worship and in kingdom, don't

blame God or your fellow man, you are lacking in faith - 1 Pet

1:6-9
