Why Buy the Ticket When You're Not Going to Ride the Train 
Matthew 13:20-22  But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;  (21)  Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.  (22)  He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.
Brother Chad mention this saying to me as we were talking Friday that I could not shake it for all Friday afternoon Friday night and Saturday morning I thought about this.  There are a lot of people that start the race but never finish.

· Matthew 10:22  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.
There are those that start out then, because they have no desire, they fall aside and then there are those that start out, but become sidetracked with other things. 
· Hebrews 12:1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, paul said

· 2 Timothy 4:7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

If you are going to buy the ticket you might as well ride the train.

· Isaiah 55:2-3  Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.  (3)  Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.

Start to live for God and iniquity is like building a house and never finishing.

· Luke 14:27-33  And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.  (28)  For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?  (29)  Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,  (30)  Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.  (31)  Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?  (32)  Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.  (33)  So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

Someone might say will on the good person and I have good intentions but good intentions will cause you to be lost.  You may say God wouldn't send me to hell, but look what the Word says.
· Matthew 7:21-23  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  (22)  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  (23)  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Are we doing his word, are we living his word?  We need to come to the place that we sell out completely to the Lord no matter what the world says or what families or friends say.
· Genesis 25:29-33  And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint:  (30)  And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom.  (31)  And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright.  (32)  And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me?  (33)  And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob.

The right of the Birthright.

1.
That the first-born were peculiarly consecrated to God

2.
Were next in honor to their parents

3.
Had a double portion of their father’s goods

4.
Succeeded him in the government of the family or kingdom 

5.
Had the sole right of conducting the service of God, both at the tabernacle and              temple; and hence the tribe

He bought the ticket but did not ride the train.

· Hebrews 12:17  For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.

· Easu with all his tears and entreaties, persuade to reverse what he had done. I have blessed him, said he, yea, and he must be blessed; I cannot reverse it now. See the whole of this transaction largely considered and explained The use made of the transaction by Peter is of great importance: he is saying take heed lest, by apostatizing from the Gospel, ye forfeit all right and title to the heavenly birthright, and never again be able to retrieve it; because they who reject the Gospel reject the only means of salvation.

Matthew 27:3-5  Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,  (4)  Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that.  (5)  And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.

HE repented unto himself not God, He bought the ticket but did not ride the train.
