 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Compelling Influence Of A Consecrated Life

I.
Our lives have a greater impact on others than what we think.


A.
Every day, we influence someone else.


B.
Our influence will either be good or bad.


C.
There is no indifferent influence.


D.
We have tremendous power to affect or afflict.

II.
Paul has been named the greatest Apostle to ever live.


A.
His influence on the New Testament church is more profound than any other.


B.
There are more writings attributed to Paul than any other writer.


C.
The greatest attribute of Paul was his consecration.



D.
For his entire life, he knew nothing else but total, absolute consecration.


E.
Verse 6 claims he was blameless concerning righteousness.



I.
Blameless means to be free from fault or defect.


F.
Before Paul was the greatest apostle, he was the greatest persecutor known as Saul.


G.
Saul was a student of Gamaliel, a re-known pharisee.


H.
Sauls influence was such, that he was able to compel the pharisee council to give him authority to arrest and kill anyone calling on the name of Jesus.


I.
On his way to Damascus, Saul met with someone who had more compelling influence than him.

Tell the story

J.
Saul the persecutor became Paul the preacher.


K.
As soon as he received the Holy Ghost and was Baptized in the name of Jesus, he began preaching the very message he used to persecute.


L.
Such was the consecration of Saul.



I.
When he met truth....he did not shy away from it.



II.
He embraced it.



III.
Though it did not meet with the standard of tradition, it rang true with the scripture.


M.
Saul went back to Jerusalem.



I.
His desire was to join up with the disciples.



II.
However, the disciples did not believe Saul was a Christian.



III.
They did not allow his fellowship.


N.
It looked as though Sauls ministry was going to die.



I.
The church did not want him.

III.
Before we continue with the compelling influence of Saul/Paul we need to look at the compelling influence of another man.


A.
Barnabas.  The son of consolation.  A friend.



B.
I can almost hear the compelling arguments of Barnabas.



I.
“Saul was preaching in Damascus!”


C.
Barnabas was a Levite.



I.
According to Acts 13.1 considered a prophet.



II.
According to Acts 14.14 called an apostle.


D.
This man was a consecrated man.



I.
He sold all his possessions and gave it all to the church.


E.
God used this type of consecrated life to compel the wary disciples to accept Saul.


F.
Barnabas’ consecration was a compelling influence in the eternal matters of the kingdom of God.


G.
Without the compelling influence of Barnabas’ consecrated life, Saul would not have been introduced to the disciples.


H.
As soon as Saul was in fellowship, his own consecration and compelling influence was manifest.

IV.
From Jerusalem, Saul goes to Tarsus.



A.
The next we hear of Saul is when Barnabas goes to Tarsus to get him and bring him to Antioch.



B.
Verse 26 tells us the compelling influence of Sauls consecrated life.



C.
People were first called Christians in Antioch because of the compelling influence of a consecrated life.


D.
Through many travels and troubles Paul influenced the propagation of Christianity more than any other.

V.
Jumping many years ahead we find Paul standing before king Agrippa making his defense.



A.
It is after this 23 verse message we find Agrippa gripping his chair and trembling under the power of God.


B.
He makes the statement, “Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.”


C.
Agrippa was a great leader in the Roman government.


D.
It was treasonous for Agrippa to even consider becoming a Christian.


E.
This is the compelling influence of a consecrated life.



I.
No government can quench it.



II.
No persecution can stop it.



III.
No chains can imprison it.



IV.
No problems can deter it.



V.
No false doctrine can weaken it.



VI.
No devil can tarnish it.


F.
The compelling influence of a consecrated life can turn cities and nations upside down.


G.
The compelling influence of a consecrated life ushers in revival, proclaims evangelism.
Acts 26:24-28


24 And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad. 


25 But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness. 


26 For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner. 


27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. 


28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.


Philippians 3:4-6


4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 


5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 


6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law,  blameless.


Acts 9:27


27 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.


Acts 9:28-30


28 And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem. 


29 And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went about to slay him. 


30 Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus.


Acts 11:25


25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul:


Acts 11:26


26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.


Acts 26:1-23


Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself: 


2 I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews: 


3 Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. 


4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 


5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. 


6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers: 


7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which hope’s sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.  


8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead? 


9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 


10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them. 


11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities. 


12 Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, 


13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. 


14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 


15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 


16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; 


17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 


18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 


19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: 


20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance. 


21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me. 


22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: 


23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles.





