Understanding Your Spiritual Authority
Luke 7:1-10

We need to have an understanding of authority ( see v. 8 ).

Who is able to use power? The one who has authority!

There’s a difference between power & authority.

One has a crowbar ( power ), one has a key ( authority ).

In order to posses authority, we must first submit to authority.

Heb. 13:17 - "obey them that have the rule over you, & submit yourselves ..."
James 4:7 - "submit yourselves therefore to God ..."

If you don’t submit to the authority that’s above you, you will have no authority, no power!

Read Acts 19:13-16

The seven sons of Sceva were vagabond Jews ( vagabond - wanderer ). 

Today we call them ‘church hoppers’. They get mad at their pastor, so they just go find another church ( wanderers ). They never submit to anyone!

The seven sons of Sceva tried to cast out the evil spirit. The evil spirit said, "why do I have to obey you when you’re not under authority yourself?"

When you submit to God ordained authority ( His Word, the ministry, federal/state/local govt. ), God will give you authority!

In Luke chapter 10, Jesus sent out 70 disciples, 2 x 2, & told them "behold, I give unto you power ( delegated authority ) to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power ( strength, ability ) of the enemy."

In Mark 16 Jesus sent us all! ( read Mark 16:15-18 )

You must understand your spiritual authority before you can ever understand your spiritual power!

When you submit to authority, God gives you the authority to use His power!

 Mat. 16:19 - "whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven, & whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shalt be loosed in Heaven."
Mat. 17:20 - "... if ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, ‘remove hence to yonder place’ and it shall remove, and nothing shall be impossible unto you."
YOU speak to the mountain - "move!"

DO NOT say, "God, please move this mountain."

USE THE AUTHORITY THAT GOD GAVE YOU!

If you are submitting to the authority that God has placed over you, then you have the authority and power to operate within the spirit realm on this earth in behalf of the Kingdom of God! 

