
 

THE PERIL AND THE PROMISE

If we are to believe the Bible to be true, and I know we all do, then this day is a day of peril.

Revelation 12:12

12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the

devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. [i]

2 Timothy 3:1

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. [ii]

And, sadly, many will be overtaken by the peril of the age, for Jesus said, 

Matthew 24:12

12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. [iii]

2 Thessalonians 2:3

3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that

man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; [iv]

It’s a time of great peril spiritually, a time in which many will fall away, and lose out, and their love will wax cold.

It’s a day in which Satan, that great enemy of our souls, would love to cause us to withdraw, pull into our shells,

take cover and hide until Jesus returns and miraculously scoops us out of this perilous place and chauffeurs us

to safety.

Yes, the days are perilous, we face things now that we’ve never faced before, we fight battles now that we’ve never

fought before.

But, on the other hand, if I’m to believe the scripture, and again, I do, couched in this time of great peril, there is

the prediction of great promise!

Acts 2:17

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and

your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: [v]

Daniel 11:32

32 …………… but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.  [vi]

So the divine contradiction is this:

·        In this age in which God has chosen to place me, there is at once great peril, and great promise!
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·        There is simultaneously a great falling away, but yet a great pouring out.

·        There is coincidentally a waning of the love of many, yet there is a group of people who know God intimately,

are strong, and are doing exploits!

It is a day filled with peril and promise, and the decision is mine as to which one of these circumstances will

govern me, and shape my actions!

·        I can be paralyzed by the peril, or I can be propelled by the promise!

·        I can pull into my shell and try to hide from the sin that abounds, or I can go into all the world with the full

confidence that there has never been a greater opportunity to take this life saving gospel to a sin-sick world!

·        I can be overwhelmed by the obstacles or excited by the opportunities!

Peril abounds, but God’s promise abounds so much more!

Where is my focus? The peril or the promise? In a day of great peril, God has given us such a tremendous

opportunity!

I.)                NEWTON’S LAW SAYS: For every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction.

But, God’s law reads something like this: For every one of Satan’s actions, God produces an opposite and

GREATER reaction!

Let me prove it to you:

Romans 5:20

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: [vii]

[vii]

Satan sends sin to destroy, but wherever sin abounds, the grace of God does much more abound!

John 10:10

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they

might have it more abundantly. [viii]

Satan brought death and destruction to mankind, but God brought life, and that more abundantly!

Deuteronomy 28:7

7 The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out

against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. [ix]

The enemy brings an attack one way, but God sends deliverance seven ways!

Isaiah 59:19

19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy

shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.  [x]

The comma was placed in the wrong place according to many translators, it should read “…when the enemy shall

come in, like a flood the spirit…”
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Luke 10:19

19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing

shall by any means hurt you. [xi]

I want you to notice something here, it’s awesome!

Jesus said, “I’m not denying that the enemy has power, it’s there. And his mission will be to devour who he may!”

And, Jesus said, “If you don’t stay full of the Holy Ghost, you have no ability to withstand his attack.”

But, he further stated, “I’m taking into account all of his power, and then I’m giving you GREATER power!”

·        I’m giving you power that supersedes his power! I’m giving you power that is OVER all the power of the enemy!

·        Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world!

·        Satan can take his best shot, but you’ve been given power that is greater than he’ll ever have!

The peril is there, but the promise is greater!

II.)              NOW, HERE IS THE KEY RIGHT HERE:

Luke 24:49

49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued

with power from on high. 

[xii]

Acts 1:8

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in

Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  [xiii]

What changes the peril into the promise? It’s the power of the Holy Ghost!

We need to be filled with the Holy Ghost in this generation!

There may have been a time in history when you could live a good life, abstain from sin, be a good moral person on

your own, but it’s certainly not today!

In this society, sin abounds!

Constant bombardment through television, internet, magazines, etc., of filth, violence, everything that is against God.

All of the signs that Paul cautioned us to watch for abound in our generation:

·        2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 

·        covetous, 

·        boasters, 

·        proud, 

·        blasphemers, 

·        disobedient to parents, 

·        unthankful, 

·        unholy, 3 
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·        Without natural affection, 

·        trucebreakers, 

·        false accusers, 

·        incontinent, 

·        fierce, 

·        despisers of those that are good,  4 

·        Traitors, 

·        heady, 

·        highminded, 

·        lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 

·        Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. [xiv]

The symptoms are all there, the peril is evident!

But, let’s not stop there, let’s go a little further, here’s the antidote to a perilous world: Ephesians 6:10-18

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that

ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places

places.    13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and

having done all, to stand.  14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of

righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 Above all, taking the shield of

faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and

the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and

watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 

[xv]

The peril is there, but the power of the Holy Ghost and the armor of God allow me to lay hold on the promise

contained in perilous times!

III.)           IF WE ARE TO REACH OUR GENERATION, WE CANNOT BE FRIGHTENED BY THE PERIL.

2 Timothy 1:7

7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. [xvi]

Titus 2:11-12

11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,  12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness

and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,  righteously, and godly, in this present world; [xvii]

God desires His people to be bold and strong!

The promise given to Joshua before the entrance into the Promised Land is the same one given to us today: 

Joshua 1:9

9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the

LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest. 

[1]
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The grace of God can keep us in the present world! It’s a world of peril, but also of promise.

Come to the altar and be empowered!
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