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What Makes Us Pentecostal? 
 
 
Acts 2:1-4 KJV  And when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place.  [2]  And suddenly there came a sound 
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting.  [3]  
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  [4]  
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. 
 
I. INTRODUCTION—OUR RELIGIOUS WORLD 
TODAY 
 

A. Visitor Follow-Up 
 

Yesterday (9/1/12) while we were out doing 
some visitor follow-up, we found a man who had 
visited here a few weeks ago.  We had made an 
attempt to find him a few weeks ago but there 
were actually two trailer parks that had the same 
number as his did and we found the other folks 
but not him.   

He informed us that he had joined a local 
church that in years past would have looked much 
as we look now, worshiped as we do now, and 
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had some of the same commitments to old-
fashioned values that we still have.  He told us 
that he had grown up in this kind of church and as 
I was reading through the lines, it appears that he 
still has some of their strong doctrinal leanings.  I 
also picked up on the idea that he probably won’t 
be coming back here again because of those 
doctrinal beliefs.   

So I got on-line and started seeking out 
some of the statistics that marks this particular 
Pentecostal movement and discovered some 
startling things.  I ran across a forum that 
appeared to be one that was middle-of-the-road 
in its trajectory and spent some time there.  While 
I realize that forums aren’t necessarily a good 
place to get a feel as to making a blanket 
statement about the general movement of a 
denomination, I can say that I have found them to 
be helpful to understand the mindset of its 
constituents no matter what the denomination 
might be.  This holds true for general evangelical, 
reformed, Southern-Baptists, Independent-
Fundamental Baptists, and even Pentecostal 
forums. 
 

B. Current Thinking Among This 
Denomination 
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Some of the things that I discovered there 
were troubling.  Not that I can say I agree with 
them but it gives you a general feel as to the 
landscape of Christianity in America.   
 
-Just a few days ago, I heard Jack Graham who is a 
Presbyterian make a statement about the 
evangelical movement.  He said, “Our churches 
are being choked on worldliness and its pews are 
filled with unsaved people!”   
 
-As for this specific group, I soon began to read 
some very vocal voices about some of the 
following things: 
 

• Drinking in moderation is an acceptable 
practice and their ministers ought not to 
preach against it.  Those who opposed and 
said that drinking was a sin were shouted 
down as being bound by legalism and were 
nothing more than rule-minding Pharisees. 

• Scoffing and making fun of old-fashioned 
worship that was expressive and emotional. 

• Derogatory comments about old-time 
holiness preaching that called people to 
living clean, godly, and separated lives.  This 
was specifically related to the way men and 
women should dress.  (Although one person 
said that the people who were willing to 
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make a commitment saw God do some 
incredible things.  Another person called it 
“junk” preaching.) 

• Sunday night services being cancelled by 
pastors because of low attendance.  Some 
churches were meeting once a month on 
Sunday night and calling it movie night with 
drinks and popcorn.   

• One pastor began to assert that baptism 
was not necessary for salvation.  Many 
chimed in their support of him.   

• Surprisingly many spoke up in favor of a 
traditional altar call for people to come and 
pray at the end of the preaching.   

• There was a lot of debate about tongues 
and whether or not they were necessary to 
be Pentecostal.  In fact, one of the pastors 
said a statistic for this organization and 
another similar organization only had about 
6% who spoke in tongues.   

• There was a notable decline in young men 
going into the ministry and that their 
denomination was marked by a “graying” 
because younger people are quitting the 
church. 

 
-I also found a Christianity Today article (9/21/09) 
entitled “Holding Their Tongues” which was about 
the Assemblies of God and their lack of members 
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now speaking in tongues.  One of their former 
officials had this to say: 
 

James K. A. Smith, professor of philosophy 
at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a 
credentialed member of the AG for eight years in 
the 1990s, said flatly, "It's not a live doctrine. It's 
not preached the way it used to be." 
 

According to Smith, the trend represents 
"the evangelicalization of the Assemblies of God." 
He ticked off several trends that have converged 
to make the AG more "generically evangelical": its 
decision to join the National Association of 
Evangelicals in 1943; American evangelicals' 
growing acceptance of Pentecostal worship 
practices (see chart, p. 18), even though they 
continue to frown upon tongues speaking; and 
increasing income levels among AG churchgoers. 
Not least, Smith said, was the seeker-sensitive 
movement. 
 
-As I read through all of this, I wondered if our 
church and our organization could ever get to the 
point that it happened to us. 
 
II. WHAT MAKES US PENTECOSTAL? 
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-David Bernard and Robin Johnston recently wrote 
a book entitled On Being Pentecostal and the 
things that have set us apart for years as a 
Pentecostal movement.  It is a very good book 
that stimulated some of my thinking.   
 

A. God Is Our Very Present Help 
 
Hebrews 13:8 KJV  Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 
 
-There is something about being a Pentecostal 
where that you have the thinking that God is 
presently active in your life.  He can hear you right 
now and is concerned about the details that are 
going on in your life.   
 
-We believe that God is literally next to you and all 
you have to do is to reach out for him.  The 
Apostle Paul made a reference to that very thing 
when he was addressing the scoffers at Mars Hill 
in Athens.     
 
Acts 17:27 KJV  That they should seek the Lord, if 
haply they might feel after him, and find him, 
though he be not far from every one of us: 
 
-He said that all that a man had to do was to just 
reach out for the Lord and He would respond to 
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that man in his need.  We are born into sin and 
therefore we are called sinners but there is a God 
who can intervene with salvation.   
 

B. The Evidence of Miracles 
 
-Because God is present among us, Pentecostals 
believe in miracles.  The Bible is full of examples 
where the miraculous took place.   
 

• Water turned into wine. 

• Blind eyes opened. 

• The lame were able to walk. 

• Five thousand were fed with five loaves of 
bread and two fish. 

 
-Throughout the book of Acts, miracles took place.  
Specifically when we look to the Bible, which is 
always the blue-print for God’s direction there are 
four elements that contribute to miracles: 
 

• Faith—We are called to believe that God 
can indeed work in desperate needs. 

• The Name of Jesus—The Apostles 
consistently invoked the name of Jesus 
when they were expecting a miracle.  To 
pray or baptize in the name of Jesus is to 
recognize His authority. 
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• Laying On of Hands—God often mediates 
His power through humans.  That is why we 
anoint with oil (James 5:14-15). 

• The Atonement—This means that work 
that was accomplished at Calvary.  Isaiah 
53:5 states that by His stripes we are 
healed.  There is power in the blood for 
salvation and for healing. 

 
-The modern day Pentecostal movement was 
birthed in an atmosphere of miracles.  This is why 
a lot of people came very early on in the 
Pentecostal movement because of some need of 
healing or miracle in their life.     
 

C. The Bible and It’s Authority 
 
-Another thing that makes us Pentecostal is our 
absolute confidence in the Word of God.  We 
believe that we are led by the Spirit but we are no 
more full of the Spirit than we are of the Word 
(Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:17-18).   
 
-We believe the Bible is the Word of God and that 
it is inspired by God Himself: 
 
2 Timothy 3:16 KJV  All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
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for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: 
 
-We believe that the Bible is authoritative: 
 

• It imparts saving knowledge. 

• It teaches us. 

• It rebukes us. 

• It corrects us. 

• It trains us. 

• It equips us. 
 
-There are no words higher than what is in this 
Book!  We also believe the Bible is true.  That 
means that I believe it is infallible, has no error, 
and I have to respond to the Word no matter 
what conditions that it mandates for my life.   
 

D. The Mighty God in Christ 
 
-Another thing that makes us Pentecostal is our 
belief of the Mighty God in Christ.  God is 
absolutely and indivisibly one. 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4 KJV  Hear, O Israel: The LORD 
our God is one LORD: 
 
Isaiah 44:6 KJV  Thus saith the LORD the King of 
Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am 
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the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is 
no God. 
 
Isaiah 44:8 KJV  Fear ye not, neither be afraid: 
have not I told thee from that time, and have 
declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a 
God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not 
any. 
 
Isaiah 44:24 KJV  Thus saith the LORD, thy 
redeemer, and he that formed thee from the 
womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that 
stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that 
spreadeth abroad the earth by myself; 
 
Isaiah 45:21-23 KJV  Tell ye, and bring them near; 
yea, let them take counsel together: who hath 
declared this from ancient time? who hath told it 
from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is 
no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; 
there is none beside me.  [22]  Look unto me, and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am 
God, and there is none else.  [23]  I have sworn by 
myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in 
righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me 
every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 
 
Galatians 3:20 KJV  Now a mediator is not a 
mediator of one, but God is one. 
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James 2:19 KJV  Thou believest that there is one 
God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 
tremble. 
 
-Jesus Christ was God walking among men.   
 
Colossians 2:9 KJV  For in him dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:19 KJV  To wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath 
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 
1 Timothy 3:16 KJV  And without controversy 
great is the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of 
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in 
the world, received up into glory. 
 
-There are many other aspects of this great 
doctrine. 
 

E. A Transformed Life by the Spirit 
 
-Another thing that makes us Pentecostal is our 
understanding of the transformation of life that 
comes with the Spirit.   
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-There is not a man on the earth who is not a 
sinner.   
 
Romans 3:23 KJV  For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God; 
 
Romans 6:23 KJV  For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 
-Everyone needs a Savior and the holiness of God 
demands that He separate from sinful humanity.   
 
-The transformation of that life takes place when 
we respond to the grace of God.   
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 KJV  For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God:  [9]  Not of works, lest any man should 
boast. 
 
-Faith is more than just a mental assent that says, 
“I believe there is a God.”  Faith involves trust, 
commitment, and application.  Faith means that 
there are acts of obedience that takes place along 
with that faith.   
 
-Faith leads us to repentance which is a turning 
away from our sins, water baptism in Jesus name 
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by immersion, and the baptism of the Holy Ghost 
with the initial sign of speaking in tongues.  
 

F. A Walk In Holiness 
 
-Another thing that makes us Pentecostal are the 
lifestyle changes that we refer to as holiness.   
 
-Holiness involves something called Christian 
disciplines: 
 

• Prayer—Matt. 6:5-15; Eph. 6:18; 1 Thess. 
5:17; Jude 20-21. 

• Bible Reading and Study—Psalm 119:11, 
16, 105; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:14-17. 

• Faithful Church Attendance—Psalm 100; 
122:1; Heb. 10:25; 13:7, 17. 

• Giving of Tithes and Offerings—Mal. 3:8-
12; Matt. 6:1-4; Luke 6:38; 16:10-12; 2 Cor. 
9:6-7. 

• Fasting—Matt. 6:16-18; 9:14-15; 17:21. 
 
-There are calls to holiness in the New Testament: 
 
Hebrews 12:14 KJV  Follow peace with all men, 
and holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord: 
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1 Peter 1:15-16 KJV  But as he which hath called 
you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation;  [16]  Because it is written, Be ye 
holy; for I am holy. 
 
-Some may ask the question as to what holiness is.  
It can be defined by two parameters: 
 

• Separation from sin and the world’s values. 

• Dedication to God and His will. 
 

2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 KJV  Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light 
with darkness?  [15]  And what concord hath 
Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel?  [16]  And what 
agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for 
ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath 
said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people.  
[17]  Wherefore come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing; and I will receive you,  [18]  And 
will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.  [7:1]  
Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, 
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 
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flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God. 
 
-All of these things affect our: 
 

• Attitudes 

• Thoughts 

• Tongues 

• Appearance (adornment, dress, and hair) 

• Stewardship of our body 

• Sanctity of marriage 

• Sanctity of human life 

• Honesty 

• Godly fellowship 

• Worldly activities 
 
-The church has to respond and make a 
determination that it will not be soiled with this 
world! 
 

G. The Practice of Worship 
 
-Active worship is another thing that makes us 
Pentecostal.   
 

• Heart-felt singing  

• Hand-clapping 

• Hands raised in worship 
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• Anointed music 

• Lively preaching 

• Sincere prayer 

• Sacrificial giving 

• Communion 
 
-In fact every aspect of our life ought to lead us to 
a place and state of worship.  
 

H. The Gifts of the Spirit 
 
-Classical Pentecostals need the gifts of the Spirit 
in operation in our churches.   
 
-We often go to 1 Corinthians 12 and 14 as the 
descriptions of the gifts but there are two other 
lesser recognized passages that indicate spiritual 
gifts that assist the church in its operation. 
 
-In Romans 12:6-8 and also in Ephesians 4:11-12.  
Romans 12 describes abilities, talents, and 
functions that help the church.  Ephesians 4 
describes the leadership roles that help a church.   
 
-But when we get to 1 Corinthians 12 there are 
nine supernatural or miraculous gifts that result 
from the direct operation of the Spirit.   
 

• Word of Wisdom 
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• Word of Knowledge 

• Faith 

• Gifts of Healing 

• Working of Miracles 

• Prophecy 

• Discerning of spirits 

• Tongues 

• Interpretation of tongues 
 
-The early apostolic church was characterized by 
signs and wonders and these things still need to 
be in existence today.  While they may have been 
abused in times past, we cannot relegate them to 
the side-lines of the modern church.   
 

I. Evangelism 
 
-Perhaps the last thing that marks us as 
Pentecostals is a desire to evangelize the world.  
One of the things that you will notice about 
anyone who first gets the Holy Ghost is a desire to 
go and tell someone else about it. 
 
-The Azusa Street revival was marked by converts 
being around the church for just a few weeks and 
then embarking on planting churches or being 
missionaries.  There was a zeal that came into 
their lives to take it to the corners of the world.   
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-That has to be a constant in all of our lives 
whether we have been in the church for a year or 
for thirty years.   
 
III. CONCLUSION 
 
-I am praying for a revival of all of these matters 
once again in our lives! 
 
 


