	

	The Sermon on the Mount - Matthew 7

1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam [is] in thine own eye? 5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.
7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?
12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide [is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow [is] the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither [can] a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: 29 For he taught them as [one] having authority, and not as the scribes.
· v.1 often misinterpreted; Scripture commands us to be discerning (1 John 4:1, 1 Thess. 5:21) but not to condemn

· v.1-2 - "judged" refers to "once-for-all final judgment"

· v.2 - "measure" - image of scale from ancient market

· v. 3-5 - "mote" = piece of chaff, speck; insignificant thing
- "beam" = log, plank, beam; very obvious thing
- HYPERBOLE - EXAGGERATION FOR EFFECT

· v.5 - examine yourself first, then you may examine others' actions/attitudes ... but you cannot know their motives!
It is possible to do a good work with a bad motive, or to do a bad work with a good motive ... only God knows!
The traits that bother us in other people are quite often characteristics or habits that we dislike in our own lives!

· v.6 - "dogs & pigs" - unclean animals to Jews; dogs refers to vicious opposition, pigs to mockery by the immoral

· v.6 - Jesus would not answer Herod or the religious leaders because of their unbelief (Luke 23:9, Matt. 21:27)

· v.7 - PERSISTENCE is the key to getting an answer!
ASK - things we wish for / SEEK - things we have lost / KNOCK - things from which we feel shut out

· v.9-11 - we are "evil" compared to God, but we still delight in giving things to our children when it is ultimately good for them and when they approach us in the right way

· v.12 - GOLDEN RULE - summarizes our attitude toward others; cited in negative form in the writings of rabbinic Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, but Jesus stated it in positive form (it is more difficult to do!)
"Ask yourself what you want people to do for you, then grab the initiative and do it for them!" (The Message)

· v.13-14 - The majority is not always right; God's people have always been a minority! The important question is: Did your profession of faith cost you anything?

· v.14 - "narrow" = (tethlimmene) "restricted or confined"

· v.14 - "broad" = (eurychoros) from two words: "eurys" meaning "broad" and "chora" meaning "country"
The "broad way" is a word picture describing a wide-open country with no fences or boundaries. With no rules or regulations, its residents may go anywhere they want and live their lives as undisciplined as they choose. They need not worry about getting off the road ... they cannot, for there is no road! BUT JESUS SAYS THAT THIS WAY LEADS THEM TO THEIR DESTRUCTION!

· v.15 - "false prophets" - say what the people want to hear (see Jeremiah 23: 16-17, 21-22, 25-27, 30-32)

· v.20 - "fruits" - you will know them, not by their professed doctrines, but by the practical effects of their teaching!

· v.21 - "Lord, Lord" - see 1 Cor. 12:3 (Spirit-filled people?)

· v.22 - deceived person can still exercise a spectacular ministry (ie: Judas cast out devils, healed sick, etc.)

· v. 22 - "prophesied" = "preached, publicly taught"

· v.22 - Greek gives sense of speaker's utter astonishment; v.23 - Greek gives sense of God saying: "I never approved you; I bore that long enough - now begone!"

· v.24-27 - not contrasting unbelievers with believers, but "hearing believers" with "doing believers" - both men built a house, but only one had a right foundation!

· v.28 - "were astonished" = "dumbfounded, amazed"

· v.29 - the scribes spoke "from authorities," but Jesus spoke "with authority" - that makes the difference!

 


